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THE   RED   GROSS   ON   THE   BATTLEFIELD. Going out to collect the wounded.
the trenches to the tout sections of tho field ambulaneoB. The.se tent sections wore in reality .small hospitals Httod up in such a manner that it was possible to perform urgent operations in them. Thanks to this fact many very severe cases received a measure of immediate attention. Tho development of these urgent case hospitals was destined to prove ono of the most important features of the new epoch in war surgery. From the tent sections patients passed to the Clearing Station?, as has already boon described, and thence to the trains.
Upon the state of affairs already outlined the battle of the Manie and tho retreat of the German Army under General voa Kluck which followed it exercised a profound off cot. Tho battle of tho Marne delivered Paris. It rendered Havre and Rouen possible as hospital bases ; and it also gave the Allies a breathing space in which to set their hovwo in order. On tho other hand, it throw upon tho Koyal Army Medical Corps an immense amount
of work and rendered the congestion which had followed the Great Retreat stall more difficult a problem.
Paris had now again become the great centre alike of supply and of relief- French and British u ounded were pouring into Paris. The need for hospital accommodation in the capital became acute.
THE  RED   CROSS   ON   THE  BATTLEFIELD. Carrying the wounded to the motor-ambulance.